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Dr. Thomas Zurbuchen, Associate Administrator of the Science Mission Directorate at
NASA and Dr. Saku Tsuneta, Director General, at JAXA's Institute for Space and
Astronautical Sciences (ISAS) confirmed plans to cooperate on three space science
missions while discussing space science cooperation between the agencies and
expressing their strong determination to further strengthen such cooperation.

At a meeting held at ISAS in Sagamihara, Kanagawa, both sides welcomed the signature
of a recent agreement for NASA to participate in the JAXA-led Martian Moons Exploration
(MMX) mission. Both sides agreed to strive for unprecedented science discoveries
through US-Japan cooperation and will explore NASA's provision of a Neutron and
Gamma-ray Spectrometer, as a potential U.S. contribution to the MMX mission. MMX will
orbit Mars, visit its moons Phobos and Deimos to take remote sensing and in-situ
observations of both moons, and return a sample from Phobos.

Taking lessons learned from previous bilateral missions into consideration, both parties
also affirmed that they will collaborate closely toward a successful X-ray Astronomy
Recovery Mission with NASA's Soft X-ray Spectrometer instrument onboard. This NASA-
JAXA collaborative mission with European Space Agency (ESA) participation, will
investigate the structure and formation of the universe using high-resolution spectroscopy.
NASA and JAXA issued a joint announcement to the international scientific community in
August 2017, announcing their plans for enabling scientific community participation in the
mission.

In the field of solar physics, both agencies plan to cooperate on a follow-on mission to the
Chromospheric Lyman-Alpha Spectro-Polarimeter, or CLASP, experiment. Japan plans
to provide internal structure and optics to the instrument, and both sides agreed to work
toward an agreement to document this area of continued cooperation. CLASP-2 will
study the magnetic field in the sun’s middle layers, the upper chromosphere, and the
transition region.

NASA and JAXA continue to cooperate on the Venus Climate Orbiter, Akatsuki, and Hisaki
(SPRINT-A), and plan to continue working closely to analyze the scientific data obtained.
Both sides also reaffirmed their intent to exchange asteroid specimens from the OSIRIS-
REx and Hayabausa 2 sample return missions, a plan codified in a NASA-JAXA
Memorandum of Understanding signed in 2014.

Both sides agreed upon the importance of continuing the close dialogue at all levels that
has been the hallmark of NASA-JAXA collaboration. They encouraged their respective
technical and research communities to exchange ideas through workshops, conferences,
and other opportunities.
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