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Honoring Professor Atsuhiro Nishida: Friend and Inspiration

Dr. Atsuhiro Nishida was a great human being, a great scientific leader, and
a great friend. We will probably never again see a man who so seamlessly
combined skills of scientific insight, managerial acumen, and striking strategic
thinking ability. He was a true giant of international space science and he will
forever be missed by all who knew him.

I was privileged to meet Dr. Nishida when I was still at the California
Institute of Technology in Pasadena. I began work then on magnetotail
physics and I got to know Prof. Nishida even more as a mentor and then as a
friend in my subsequent time at the Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL)
in New Mexico. During those early years we pursued together experimental
examination of solar wind-magnetosphere coupling and substorm dynamics.
Prof. Nishida was a wonderful teacher and a remarkable counselor both about
data analysis methods and scientific interpretation of complex measurements.
When I went from LANL to being Laboratory Chief at NASA's Goddard
Space Flight Center in Maryland, Dr. Nishida became an even closer ally. He
led the magnificent effort in Japan to design, build and launch the GEOTAIL
mission. This became one of the most successful magnetospheric satellite

programs of all time and it became
a lynchpin of the International
Solar-Terrestrial Program (ISTP).
As a Project Scientist for the Polar
spacecraft component of NASA'
s part of the ISTP program, I can
confidently attest that the U.S.
elements of ISTP would never
have come to full fruition without
Prof. Nishida's relentless support and driving inspiration. As a component of
this, I was delighted to be a co-editor with Dr. Nishida of the award-winning
AGU book “New Perspectives on Earth’s Magnetotail” published in 1998.

Over my entire career, I have held up Prof. Nishida as the model for how to
concurrently pursue one's own science, exercise managerial leadership, and
remain engaged in national and international space policy roles as well. T
believe that Prof. Nishida was the exemplar of how to play multiple roles in
pursuit of space exploration. a7 k% Daniel Baker

Prof. Nishida with Daniel Baker at a signing event
at the American Geophysical Union meeting in
1998 recognizing their award-winning book.

In Memory of Prof. Nishida: A Legacy of International
Cooperation in Space Exploration

It is with deep respect that I pay tribute to Prof. Atsuhiro Nishida. Our
professional paths crossed over 30 years ago, when our roles at ISAS and ESA
brought us together in pursuit of shared scientific goals. That collaboration
marked the beginning of a fruitful journey in international space cooperation.
The creation of the Inter-Agency Coordination Group in 1982 in the perspective
of the encounter of Comet Halley at its perihelion pass in March 1986, with two
ISAS missions, Sakigake and Suisei, two Soviet Vega missions, the ICE mission
of NASA and the ESA Giotto spacecraft, saw us involved in the regular yearly
meetings of that extraordinary group. The yearly meetings with ISAS, ESA,
NASA, and the Soviet space program were more than scientific exchanges:
they embodied a spirit of international partnership and mutual respect that Prof
Nishida championed throughout his career.

He played a pivotal role in raising Japan's presence in international space science.
His leadership as Director General of ISAS between 1996 and 2000 led to a
quantum jump in the cooperation between our two agencies with several of our

respective missions developed
or operated in common such as
the GEOTAIL project and the
ESA Cluster. His commitment
to scientific excellence and
pragmatic management
principles deeply influenced ESA
s Horizon 2000 strategy. Our
collaboration then continued at
ISSI for numerous fruitful years.
Sharing the COSPAR International Cooperation Medal (awarded to the TACG)
with him in 1986 was an honor I will never forget, as was presenting him
with the Space Science Award in 2006. His legacy will continue to inspire
international collaboration for generations to come.

ISSI#: %713~ Roger-Maurice Bonnet

At ISSI in Bern, 2009.

Professor Nishida - Discoverer, Orchestrator, Sensei

My work in space plasma physics began in the early 1970s. Among the literature
recommended to me by my teacher, Albert Galeev, the articles by Atsuhiro Nishida
held a special place. They were grounded in strong physical insight, written with
clarity and conviction, and helped me find my footing in a new and complex scientific
field.

At the time, the Soviet Union was a rather closed country, but Professor Nishida
visited Moscow, and I had the opportunity to meet him for the first time at Dr.
Galeev's home. However, our real collaboration—and friendship—began through our
work together on the InterAgency Consulting Group (IACG) scientific commission.
Following the brilliant and successful coordination of international research on
Halley' s Comet, the IACG turned its focus to magnetospheric physics. A remarkable
constellation of spacecraft—the Russian INTERBALL, the Japanese GEOTAIL,
and the American POLAR and WIND—began operating simultaneously in near-
Earth space. Our commission developed a series of four coordinated campaigns
to synchronize the work of these missions. The outcomes were outstanding. Even
more fruitful, however, was the bilateral cooperation between INTERBALL and
GEOTAIL, which was orchestrated by Professor Nishida and myself.

I remember him as a deep and meticulous researcher, an exceptionally intelligent,
kind, and tactful person. I greatly admired Professor Nishida s broad perspective

and his wonderfully subtle sense of humour.
I was honoured to attend the jubilee celebration for Professor Nishida in Tokyo.
There, I read a humorous poem—my first attempt at writing poetry in English—
which, to my delight, Professor Nishida had once praised highly.

The photo shows Professor Nishida receiving the Yuri Gagarin Medal, awarded by
the Russian Cosmonautics Federation in recognition of his outstanding scientific
achievements.

Once magic word was said: The reconnection
And space around us got structure and perfection
But Nature does not like naive and simple models
When GEOTAIL was launched it scrutinized
the order

Tail is complex, but what is crystal clear
To study it we need be paid for years
Nishida as sensei defined the science weather
He reconnected tail and brought us all together

The moment | am handing
over the "GAGARIN MEDAL"
to professor Nishida.

WIKIFi Lev Zelenyi
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