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A new development of space experiments on ISS “Kibo”

Takeo Ohnishi
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E-Mail: tohnishi@naramed-u.ac.jp

Abstract: The full operation of the International Space Station has begun. From April 2012.
Japanese Government will start to support new grants for grand experiments to aim space
experiments in the near future. In addition, Science Council of Japan accepted a large-scale grant
support for ISS facilities. These projects aims to greatly advance space life sciences by
constructing five types of up-to-date facilities required for the forefront research on the “Kibo”
Module. The origin of life and its adaptation and evolution processes on earth will be clarified,
which leads to better understanding of the fundamental mechanisms of life. These projects enable
healthy long-term manned stay missions at the ISS by providing the necessary scientific
knowledge and technology, and also contribute to human life on earth through their applications.
These projects reflect a broad consensus of community led by the Japanese Society for Biological
Sciences in Space, and are ready to start under collaboration of the Japan Aerospace Exploration

Agency, universities, and related research institutes.
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