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We have learned of the re-entry of GINGA with
mixed feelings. It is, of course, sad that this mission,
which has been such a significant part of our scientific
lives over the past almost 5 years, has now come to an
end. However, we join you in looking back with great
satisfaction at the tremendous contribution made to
high-energy astrophysics. GINGA has been, without
doubt, one of the most productive space projects to date,
greatly increasing our knowledge of the physical state
of a wide variety of astrophysical sources. It is
particularly gratifying for us in the UK, to recall our
own contribution in helping to build the primary
instrument on GINGA, namely the Large Area Counter
(or LAC). The uniquely large area of the LAC has
provided timing and spectral information which has
qualitatively changed our views in many areas of
astronomy, and has also provided, for us a first and
most rewarding scientific collaboration between the UK
and Japanese communities.

The re-entry of GINGA is not, of course, the end of
our collaboration, since we and other astronomers
throughout the world can look forward to making good
use of rich data archives, in the years ahead, that
GINGA has left behind. In the meantime, however, |
would like, on behalf of my colleagues at Leicester and
other astronomers throughout the UK, to acknowledge
the active end of the GINGA Mission and congratulate
to on maintaining this operation at such high level of
efficiency throughout its 4.5 years in orbit.
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The Los Alamos National Laboratory was proud to
participate in the Ginga Gamma Burst Detector (GBD)
experiment. The four and one half years of flawless
operation have provided crucial insight into the oldest
high-energy astrophysical mystery, gamma-ray bursts.
The influence of Ginga observations of the X-ray
mission and harmonically spaced cyclotron lines has
been pivotal: there is a growing consensus that gamma-
ray burst originate from near-by highly magnetized
neutron stars. The archival data will, undoubted,
continue to provide unique insights for years to come.
However, the success of Ginga should not only be
measured in discoveries made, but in the friendships
made, the exchanges of ideas and students, and in the
future collaborative experiments now being planned.
Thus, even though gone from the skies, Ginga’'s
influence will last lifetime.
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