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I admit it. I did the absolute minimum of homework
before my visit to Japan. My knowledge of the Japanese
language is confined to less than twelve common phrases
and like many westerners, what little T know of Japa-
nese attitudes and custom is based on my own reminis-
cencies of the 1939-45 world war, the war films which
are still shown all too frequently on our T.V. and the
stories of fundamental differences in outlook between
castern and weslern peoples which are told by British
business men who, after their failure to obtain the con-
tracts permitting the import of their particular products
into Japan, return home depressed and dejected. My
strongest first impression of ISAS is of very [riendly
and helpful people with not very different attitudes from
westerners and these characteristics the ISAS staff ap-
pear to share with Japanese people I have been meeting
everywhere. Considering the potential misunderstand-
ings which the lack of ability on the part of this visitor
to read and write in Japanese and the lack of familiarity
with this intonation and accent on the part of his hosts it
says much for the calibre of all ISAS staff that many
foreign’ visitors frequently return several times to their
Institute.

Before my visit, if I had thought harder about the
role that this Institute fulfils, I could have compared it
with some university-based research institutes in which
instrumentation and experiments arc devised and exe-
cuted, results are analysed and learned papers are pre-
pared for publication. Much more than this occurs at
ISAS. Because some members of staft conduct and take
ultimate responsibility for sophisticated rocket and bal-
loon tests at distant locations it is quite different from
anywhere else that I have experienced. People that one
has encountered in the lift or at the cafeteria can some-
times be seen directing a launch or controlling the ra-
dar, in this way fulfilling a very significant part of the
ISAS activities.

SOME FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF ISAS

David Cockrell

During my three-month stay I lived in the Guest
House. an imaginatively-designed facility which is in-
expensive 1o your guests. Does some committee control
its day-to-day operation, I wonder? If so, do its mem-
bers have first-hand experience of its considerable
successes and its little failings, such as the lack of
provision of razor points in the bathrooms, or how un-
comfortable an office chair and even a bed can get
when one is trying to read a book on a rainy Sunday
afternoon? Does such a group meet Guest House
residents from time to time, to discuss its operation to-
gether? Not in my own experience, at any rale.

If T had stayed longer I might have raised other
issues for which I expect there are good, rational expla-
nations. For example, why are there no basic scientific
books, as opposed to publications, in the library? Why
do my hosts, who clearly love and care for their chil-
dren, organise their working day so that it would be
difficult to see much less of them?

My [itst impressions then, include the observation
that there are clear differences in the ways we do things
within our two countries. But, as the French say, Vivre
la difference! 1f we all behaved in precisely the same
way, where would be the enjoyment that we have in
foreign travel? Thanks to all the kindnesses of my hosts
and hostesses, this has been a splendid three-month visit.
Like many other foreign visitors, if 1 had the opportu-
nity I would certainly like to visit ISAS again.

Dr. Cockrell. who holds the AIAA Aerodynamic Decel-
eration Systems Award for 1989, is an academic member of
staff of Leicester University in Grear Britain. He was in Saga-
mihara-shi at ISAS as a Foreign Research Fellow for a three-
motith period from July 1989 because parachutes are used
here as the recovery unit for owr instruemnts from both sound-

ing rockets and balloons.
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