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The surface of the asteroid ltokawa
as seen by HAYABUSA
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= The larger bodies in the solar system, such as
Nov.26 2:30 planets and the moon, were heated during their
formation and cannot provide us with a pristine record
2003 & 5 B 9 HIZFI5 EIToNEZI\BEREM MZPRE] &, of the solar system's origin. However, asteroids are
AAVITIIV IR IBEBRTCUMKR V1 221\ A, BEMATICHX believed to preserve rather well the state of the early
L. 20 kmZFLZ%E, 2005 %G B 12 BIZINSEAL N Nov.26 4:06 solar system and are sometimes referred to as celestial
DIREIELZERLE, fossils. A sample-return mission allows us to obtain clues
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Following its launch on May 9, 2003, the HAYABUSA spacecraft .
successfully used its ion engines, an earth swing-by, and Nov.26 5:59
autonomous navigation to make a 2 billion kilometer journey, 6:03 c=Ei Tl
arriving af the asteroid lfokawa on September 12, 2005. The HAYABUSA spacecraft began

On November 20, 2005, a target marker, its vertical descent at 6:03

engraved with the names of 877,490 people from
149 countries was released from the spacecraft and
safely reached the surface of the asteroid.

Guided by this target marker, HAYABUSA
successfully touched down on Itokawa's 'Muses sed'’ KR
twice, on November 20th and 26th, successfully Bt
lifing off again on both occasions. The landing spot \
has been named 'the Hayabusa point'.

As of December 2005, HAYABUSA is undergoing (ra
recovery operations fo resume communications with i; :
ground stations, in order to return to the Earth in ,
June 2010.
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Nov.26 6:2Y The bright spot in the image above is the

[Eesis] @ 2 @EOET (11/26 B8, QEHE) target marker, and to its right is the shadow cast
The 2nd Trial landing on the Itokawa, by HAYABUSA.
in the early morning(JST), November 26th
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A total of 877,490 people from 149 countries responded to the
campaign Let's Fly to Meet your 'Star Prince (Little Prince)’ (organized
by The Planetary Society of Japan and ISAS). Their names were
engraved on the HAYABUSA target marker, which is about the size of
a softball.
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Each block has 10-15 thousand
names.




