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Dr. Loren Acton, former NASA astronaut, who 
has been my mentor and friend, received “The 
Order of the Rising Sun, Gold Rays with Neck 
Ribbon” (���
�) from the Government of 
Japan on 10 November 2017 for his significant 
contribution to US-Japan collaboration in 
space science.  
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A&A 487, 399-412 (2008) 
Point spread functions for the Solar optical telescope onboard Hinode
S. Wedemeyer-Böhm
Received 20 March 2008 / Accepted 1 May 2008 

Conclusions. The BFI/SOT operate close to the diffraction limit and have 
only a rather small stray-light contribution. The FWHM of the PSF is 
broadened by only ~1% with respect to the diffraction-limited case, 
while the overall Strehl ratio is ~0.8. In view of the large variations - best 
seen in the residual intensities of eclipse images - and the dependence on 
the overall light level and position in the FOV, a range of PSFs should be 
considered instead of a single PSF per wavelength. The individual PSFs of 
that range allow then the determination of error margins for the quantity 
under investigation. Nevertheless, the stray-light contributions are found to 
be best matched with Voigt functions with the parameters = 0 008 and = 0 
004, 0 005, and 0 006 for the blue, green, and red continuum channels, 
respectively.
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Final Remarks
I am leaving the agency after stormy yet fruitful five 
years that were full of drama. The experience at 
ISAS has been both challenging and rewarding. I 
am grateful to my international and domestic 
colleagues for their support throughout the course 
of my tenure. I believe that without the 
commitment and efforts of the good people across 
the world, my work would not have met with the 
accomplishment it has. Thank you again from the 
bottom of my heart.
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My future for your information

I will assume the position of Director 
General of National Astronomical 
Observatory of Japan, which responsibility 
includes Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT), 
ALMA, and Subaru. I will miss space 
science, but at the same time, am looking 
forward to the new challenge to build TMT 
and to expand the capabilities of ALMA 
and Subaru etc.
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