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MY “NEW WORLD”

“Nice play lasts short” we say in Italy and
for me it is already time to go back to Milano.
When I left my town, almost two years ago,
to come to Japan sponsored by European Com-
munity, I thought I would have spent my last
days here looking continuously at my watch and
counting down the seconds to go before my
departure. It is exactly what is happening... but
with completely the opposite meaning. I'm
checking my watch and I'm so disappointed that
it is running so fast! “Kaeritakunai!! > 1 left Italy
with the clear idea to be going to have the most
difficult and hard experience in my life... and I
had the most interesting and pleasant one. I didn’t
find any of the bad atmospheres I found so many
time described by European writers or journalists.
I'm sure they have never been here or if they
came they stayed one week in Ginza and they
used Yamanote line only at 7:45 am. I don’t
want to make the same mistake of those journalists,
I don’t want to speak for everyone, I don’t know
the real life of a Japanese, but for me Japan is one
of the best places in the world. When I went to
Russia with Prof. Kohno to attend two Conferences
and at the end I said “Now I go home”, my Russian
friends thought I was going to Italy. No, I was
refering to Tokyo. In these last two years, really
Japan for me has been “Home”. My tiny apartment
in Tokyo was “Home”, my lab in Komaba was
“Home”, the dojo where I started to practice Aikido
was “Home”. Even when I went back to Italy for

short periods I felt as if I wasn’t going home: 1

was only changing home. I was only going to my,

“old Home™ before coming back again to my

(4 2 ) T EHEE T 2L ¥ —FFFERT,

Angelo Volpi

“new Home”. For all this marvelous sensations
[’'m, of course, in debt to Japan, but overall to my
colleagues in ISAS. To have had the opportunity
to work in a very friendly ambient and to have
had friends more than colleagues gave me a very
safe base to start to look at Japan with a more
relaxed spirit. Through the patient explanations
of the Japanese customs by my friends, I could
start to accept and later also to enjoy many aspects
of the Japanese life ... even the long working time
and the working Saturday (incredible)!! When I
left Italy I was afraid because the “cultural gap”
but, for many aspects, it was filled in a very short
time and now ['m going to be afraid for the “return
cultural gap”. Before I was an Italian in Italy
(that was perfect!) and now I'm going to be a
“half-Japanese™ (as Prof. Kohno says) in Italy...
After this
experience in ISAS, where everything is so well

lots of problems are foreseen!

organized and where the work is related to so
many different and exciting aspects of the Space
Science, it’s going to be difficult for me to go
back to my good, but little Institute. ISAS has
been for me really a “New World” and staying
inside it I could find new enthusiasms and
motivations for my research activities and also,
through the friendship of the people, for my life
too. Because of that I want to thank all of you in
ISAS and all my new Japanese friends I got in
these years. I want to say “Sayounara” to every-
body using a phrase that Prof. Akiba told me:
“500 years ago an Italian, travelling West,
discovered America, you travelled East... and

discovered Japan!”.
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