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We've decided that the best advice for someone coming
to Japan for an extended stay is to throw away their books
on “Advice About Japan.” Read about the country and
culture first, then just come with an open mind.

Our situation here has been unique, but everyone’s is,
and it’s that uniqueness that make books about other people’s
experiences irrelevant. Even my status as a Visiting Re-
searcher at ISAS was unique since I am a Political Scientist,
not an engineer or physicist. Coming with my eitht-year
old son, JB, and assistant and back-up mother Janice Page
(whio is an American, but lives in Germany), also made us
a strange family unit. We read extensively about what to
expect before coming, and found that the authors must
have been living (more likely visiting for a week or two)
in a different Japan than us, because most of the “cautions”
and “what to expects” turned out to be incorrect, or at
least not inflexible.

Having JB attend school at Kyowa Elementary also
gave us a window to Japanese culture that many people
probably don’t have, and one that taught us much. We
thought JB was kidding when he told us he needed an
earthquake hood! When JB started shcool, he didn’t speak
any Japanese. His teacher spoke some English though,
and within a short time he was integrated into the class,
speaking simple Japanese and playing with his neighbor-
hood friends. For his eighth birthday, his classmates made
1000 origami cranes, which his teacher then strung together
with beads. Having seen the 1000 Cranes mobiles at temples
and having been told of their special meaning, the gift will
be treasured always.

We had many interesting experiences—from Asakusa
at New Years, to the hot baths at Hakone, the Kabuki, and
the Imperial Palace on the Emperor’s birthday, but the
most memorable inovolved getting to know people. We
made many good friends at ISAS, who went out of their
way daily to make our experience in Japan rich. Being
invited to people’s homes (something the books say NEVER
happens), going on outings on the weekends together, singing
at the Karaoke box, and just spending time talking at
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ISAS picnics and parties was the best. And people who
befriended us extended from the guards, who jovially directed
the pizza deliveries to our Lodge apartment, to the busdriver,
the Coop workers, the Lodge maids, the students, the
secretaries, the Professors... to the Bank of Yokohama
manager who was constantly on the alert to help us. He
determined early that we were going to require special
assistance. After I opened my account, he called our
apartment as he couldn’t read what I intended as my “secret
number” for my bank card. JB answered the phone and
when he was asked for the “secret number” JB thought it
was a radio game show and began guessing numbers -
randomly, thinking he could win a prize. The bank manager
was of course thoroughly confused. We laughed at many
things like that, which happened often, but were always
cheerfully resolved by someone willing to help us.

Professionally, I was warmed in the US that I was
taking on an impossible task. Hypothesizing in an earlier
book that although international cooperation on space pro-
Jects would become increasingly attractive from economic
and technical perspectives, but inhibited by politics if
countries didn’t understand their potential partners’ systems
and constraints better, | came to Japan to research a book
on the decision-making process concerning Japanese space
policy. Many people gave me advice before coming: mostly
that I would have difficulty getting anyone to speak with
me, and that information given would be limited. That has
proved to be simply untrue. I am returning to the US
faced with the situation of having enough material for a
2000 page book—which would probably take another two
years to finish—or compressing the material into 300-400
pages and getting it out quickly. I will probably opt for
the latter.

Opverall, our experience in Japan has been one which
could never be repeated, and which will never be forgotten.
For that we would like to thank everyone at ISAS.
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