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After enjoying a one year visiting assignment in soviet
union during the transient phase of perestroika, I got this
nice opportunity to visit ISAS and the beautiful land of
JAPAN. Heartiest thanks to the high office of the esteemed
institute and to very kind Professor, K. Oshima without
whom it would have been difficult for me to visit this
renowned institute.

I take the opportunity to revise many of my thoughts
based on the reminiscences of what I read and heard outside
about this great country. My stay so far is only five months
old, still, a lot of queer trends related to scientific and
social culture of the country came across with me: At the
institute many people enjoy working over night. Full and
complete freedom of work 24 hrs a day with almost
unlimited computer time. Quite calm, cool and very peaceful
atmosphere of working with only few hundred people in
total in such a big institutue located away of the densely
populated cities. The supplementary help provided by the
very sincere staff of the well organized library is really
commendable. This enables me to say that the effective
size of the library is far bigger than its apparent physical
look due to its large extension and fast coordination capability
to other popular libraries of the world with immediate
access to the researcher. This facilitates anyone to consult
sometimes even a rarely available reference.

Working approach of the senior professors is very much
inspiring. You can find them working in the whole day
and night on the table and alone with their experimental
facility too. The marvelous tendency to achieve the essence
of the objective theme of the work is really widespread
among the researchers of the institute.

Writing towards the social side, although previously, [
had an opinion that Japanese people are little more self
centered and away from the outer world. But today, I
find that they are even more concerned to the global social
and environmental problems. Sometimes I hear that here
is a closed society. But, after giving few thoughts I do not
agree on this matter, however instead, it may be a relative
aspect of the outside (mostly west dominated) approach of
living which can generally be defined either by the
dominancy of open degree of freedom of living or by the
dominancy of conservative national approach of preserving
the social cultural heritage. With respect to popular
terminology the former leads to an open society and the
latter to a closed one. Although, good or bad can hardly

“Wonderful and Very Nice People”

Dr. Jaivir Kaudinya

be decided by either of the two unless, a predetermined
frame of reference of living governed by the national laws,
society and cultural heritage is drawn. In this respect I can
say that there is no closed society, rather a national society
quite open to the gesture of any thing good. In my opinion,
the most important factor which serves as the impetus to
take-off the overall human resource development in Japan
is due the very common and deep rooted faith in a single
religion, a major attribute to an integrated social culture
which not only frames a national approach of living but,
forms the citizens to respect each other. No doubt it is rare
in the world and full marks go to its national heritage.
This means no major social conflict, due to the needful
absence of cast and community differences, hence, no
fanatic and ugly hindrances in any kind of national or
international policy for development; what a beautiful society.

Staying at the ISAS lodge is quite comfortable specially
in the nights of summer when one hears the melodious
sound echo of the classical national folk music mixed
with songs and reverberating dancing claps during the
celebration of summer festival. Watching the people enjoying
the song and dance in such an organized festival adds in
personal pleasure. Food in the cafe is rather good but
more vegetarian recipes including breakfast and dinner
services would be very much appreciable. If there is not
any problem, ironing facility at the washing machines cormer
may needfully be introduced.

Working at the ISAS adds new heights in the personal
horizon of knowledge, where space is the ultimate limit.
Interaction with the analogous scientific community is very
encouraging here because, people are very friendly and
cooperative.

All the above factors lead to a very congenial healthy
living atmosphere in ISAS as well as in Japan. A beautiful
land, clear sea and clean sky with social harmony are
enough to me to enjoy the real human spirit. Once again, I
would like to sincerely thank my honorable host, all fellow
colleagues and intimate staff of the laboratories and library
for their sincere freiendliness. Should the opportunity
develop, I would like to come again. Warm Thanks to the
ISAS news editorial staff who invited me to write my
experience during my stay at this prestigious institute.
*On one year visiting assignment, the author is an Indian scientist
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