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During 1984 and 1985 I was but a mere postgraduate
student at Leicester University, England where my then
supervisor, Dr. Martin Turner, and other scientists at
Leicester were busily working to product GINGA’s Large
Area Counter array in collaboration with Japanese sci-
entists at ISAS, The Japanese member of the ‘Leicester
team’ was Dr. Takaya Ohashi, and I remember him well
since we had several discussions concerning X-ray bursts,
the subject of both our theses. If someone would have
told me then thatin the not too distant future I would be
working at ISAS and living in Japan for at least a year 1
would not have believed them,

I have now been in Japan for a total of 4 months and,
needless to say, time has passed by very quickly. I have
found the transition from working in Leicester to working
at ISAS relatively easy, due mostly to the friendly and
helpful approach of the GINGA team. Problems do how-
ever arise when I fail to understand the *Japlish’ spoken to
me, particularly when I’'m learning the intricacies of the
job of GINGA Duty Scientist! The only item of an
‘unfriendly’ nature I have encountered at ISAS so far, has
been the Fujitsu computer system, an entirely different
beast from the VAX VMS system I was familiar with in
Leicester. The ISAS working hours of 10a.m. to 10p.m,
I admire rather astonishing, and all can say is I admire the
GINGA team for their stamina! — notwithstanding their
scientific output of course. As for the amount of time the
GINGA team spend reading the notorious Japanese
‘adult(?)’ comics (Manga), I will not be so presumptuous
as to hazard a guess.

After an initial 5 week stay in the ISAS guest house
(functional but not ‘*home’), Shimada-san and Ebisawa-san
(Prof. Tanaka’s secretary and GINGA graduate student
respectively) were extremely helpful to me in finding
suitable accommodation in Machida. They were con-
cerned that I chose a ‘nice’ area (not a Pachinko machine
or a Karaoke bar in sight) and that the apartment was
comfortable and approaching typical Western size (ap-
proaching being the operative word—it gets less than
half-way there and then stops). Signing contracts with the
owner of my apartment in Shinjuku, provided me with a
small insight into the Japanese approach to renting prop-
erty. Major details like the number for the combination
lock on the front door of the apartment building are
forgotten, minor details like how much rent, key money,
deposit, rent in advance, apartment agency fees and
insurance are meticulously remembered.

Lunchtimes at ISAS are a whirlwind of activity,
depending on who you know, I have participated many
times in ‘jaggy” dancing with Koma-san and other members
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of the Association of Healty Minds and Bodies. Tennis
and table-tennis are also popular sports at ISAS, but I
think I will have to improve a little at both to be a match
for Koma-san (the ‘wonderwoman’ of ISAS). The local
park, conveniently situated across the road from ISAS, is
a useful place to do a bit of running,

Of course I can’t live in Japan without learning some
Japanese and so my Japanese lessons began in earnest at
the beginning of August, twice a week in Shibuya. The
reason for the somewhat late start is that initially the
lessons were in the mornings, but I found the morming
Japanese rush hour so unpleasant (even more unpleasant
than paying all that key money) that I changed courses
completely and now take evening classes. I find learning
Japanese to be enjoyable and rewarding (although hard
work) and I sincerely hope that by the time I leave Japan
I will be able to hold conversations of reasonable com-
plexity. Obviously the first thing you learn is Hiragana,
which is very useful for determining your position on the
rail network and hence makes travelling around Japan
much easier.

So far I have only seen a little of Japan outside the
environs of Tokyo, however I have been to the ancient
cities of Kyoto and Nara, to the Fukui region and to a
small part of the Izu Peninsula. Kyoto and Nara were
particularly impressive (the English pub in Kyoto called
the ‘Pig and Whistle’ doesn’t influence my judgement
whatsoever). More recently I climbed Mt. Fuji at night
and reached the summit well in time to see the sun
rse. We were extremely fortunate to have an almost
cloudless sky and the view of the hecavens was the best
I’ve seen in Japan. At the summit the scenery was beauti-
ful, but by far the most spectacular part of the entire
journey was the sunrise, a truly memorable experience. I
suspect that the rest of my stay in Japan will be filled
with many more,

GINGA has a further projected lifetime of approxi-
mately 2 years and will thus yield many more interesting
data, This, together with the Astro-D project currently in
progress, ensures that Japan will continue to play an
important role in X-ray Astronomy in the next decade. 1
feel privileged to have witnessed at firsthand and to have
participated in at least some of Japan’s contribution,.
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