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I feel especially lucky to have been at ISAS during
part of the time of your transition from Komaba to
Sagamihara campus. The location was inconvenient for
most of those with established residences and we had in
common the learning of the fastest routes, most con-
venient trains, of the location of old and new services,
the shuttle bus schedules, library services, etc.

In my transition from residing in an English speaking
nation to Japanese speaking nation I know 1 was lucky
to have such friends as Matogawa, Nishimura, Nakatani,
Ichikawa and Miyake attempting to find suitable hous-
ing and equipments to reside in Japan and to work at
ISAS. Also, 1 was particularly honored to be asked to
comment on certain English language conference paper
drafts, international spacecraft interface specifications,
the English language instructions for proper usage of the
copy machine in the library and the information for
new residents in the guest lodge.

The transition in my choice of participation sport
from sail boating to table tennis was greatly facilitated
by the table tennis instruction I received from Masako
Koma which were most helpful and really improved my
game. However, T have a long way to go for improve-
ment before 1 play against Hayashi again. His play is
excellent and his delivery of the smile with the serve is
at first disconcerting but interesting.

In exchange for the table tennis instruction and
practice, I provided suggestions to the English language
compositions of Koma. This rare opportunity provided
a most interesting insight into the Japanese life style and
background. I learned a lot, and in connection with the
lunch-time discussions with the other members of the
Association of Healthy Minds and Bodies, it was a most
broadening cultural transition to share opinions and ex-
periences with members from many countries — England,
Germany, China, Malaysia, Canada, Argentina, etc.
The discussion topics ranged from favorite places, art,
philosophy, foods, entertainment, recreation, organized
crime, to social activities, etc.

I was impressed with the transition from JPL with
5,000 persons to an organization of only 300 souls who
have been able to successfully launch 17 spacecraft in
17 years. Even with the use of many contractors by
ISAS, it is a significant accomplishment. The multiple
jobs that each person does and the participation at the
launch site is impressive. 1 estimate that the percentage
of the JPL staff that has witnessed, let alone partici-
pated in a launch at our facilities is probably less than
1% compared with your better than 50%.

As JPL’s first unofficial ambassador, an appellation
provided by some of my ISAS colleagues, I feel that this
article should be written by both Delores and 1, as she
was my co-ambassadress that helped so much to make
my stay as productive 4s it was.

The chances to be invited to dine at your homes and
to be able to somewhat reciprocate with having some of
you to dinners at my rented house were most enjoyable.
My knowledge of the range of things that the human
body can ingest and process was greatly expanded after
our stay in Japan.

As a microwave antenna and propagation engineer
assisting scientist in accomplishing their investigations,
I felt honored to be permitted to roam around the 64 m
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antenna at Usuda Deep Space Center. Such an achieve-
ment of the high magnitude of gain to noise temperature
ratio performance of the antenna is to be congratulated.
1 hope as you transition to higher operating frequencies
that you will continue to extract superior performance
from it. As the beamwidth becomes narrower, it will
require that your knowledge of the effects of the mists
of Japan on the propagation of radio waves become
more detailed.

As we each transition to future space operations,
eventually such deep space tracking antennas will be
permanently installed in orbit around the Earth, where
the influences of the troposphere can be overcome. A
significant milestone along the road to such a transition
may well be the VSOP orbiting VLBI spacecraft. Its
antenna could be an engineering experiment precursor
to such activity, in addition to yielding astrophysical
science on the structure and character of radio emitting
galaxies.

The transition in “normal” working hours between
the US and Japan was difficult, and although I don’t
necessarily agree with the working hours of the Mid-
night Professor, 1 applaud the accomplishment of his
results. And, the Karaoke singing of all of us could
certainly use some improvement. Perhaps more imo-
jochu.

The transition from daily driving my own automo-
bile to becoming a railway passenger was quite an
experience. Riding fully-packed on the subway is an
experience I would rather forget quickly. Now I know
not to get separated from my briefcase. In fact I would
probably in the future only carry male purse with
shoulder strap or wear a body pouch in order to have
many hands free.

Catching the Samba festival at Asakusa was real eye
opener transition in culture and also a lesson in how
pushy some Japanese can be when they really want to
see something and you are in their way. The contrast
between the reserved, somber tone of the people in the
temple area and the boisterous, noisy uninhibited nature
of the Samba dancers and parade participants and ob-
servers was remarkable.

The scenic areas of Hakone, Nikko, the Gion Matsuri
at Kyoto and especially the fireworks in Japan were
delightful. Particularly the combined laser, archlight,
stereo music and fire boats water cannon streams syn-
chronized so artistically at the Yokohama Yamashita
Park summer display.

I have observed that the Japanese have a characteris-
tic knack of conservatively following the path of others
but with the addition of refinements that increase the
value or return from the endeavour many times. We at
JPL have led in planetary exploration in the past, but
now are hamstrung by launch constraints and program
budget stretchouts. As ISAS continues to do scientific
exploration of the planetary system I wish you well in
your cndcavou IS.

The above are the author’s personal opinion and do
not represent official views of the Jet Propulsion Labo-
ratory or NASA or the California Institute of Tech-

nology.
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