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When | concluded my first extended visit to Japan in
1954, | knew that | wanted to return someday. However,
I never thought that 30 years would pass by before |
would have another opportunity. The lengthy interval be-
tween visits did have one benefit. it sharpened my aware-
ness of the many changes that took place during this
period. In the 1950's, | saw a Japan that in many ways re-
sembled the setting in a Samurai movie. The buildings
were made of wood and paper, and many of the streets
were unpaved. It was not uncommon to see people dres-
sed in traditional clothes. In the 1980's, my first impress-
ions were quite different. If there were not so many signs
in Kanji and Katakana characters, at times | would have
thought that | was back in America. Modernization and
Westernization are proceeding at a faster pace than many
people realize.

Fortunately, in the midst of all this material progress,
the unique Japanese cultural heritage has been preserved.
Nowhere is this more apparent than in Kyoto. | was greal-
ly impressed with the unique character of this ancient
place. However, | was only able to get a cursory glimpse
of the city’s vast historical and cultural treasure. There-
fore, | am already looking forward to returning to Kyoto
in October to attend a week-long meeting of the Inter
Agency Consultative Group (IACG). I'm hoping that | will
have time to make a less-hurried examination of Nijo
Castle. This historical property was the highlight of my
briefl tour of Kyoto. | was particularly intrigued by the
elaborate measures employed by the Tokugawa Shoguns
to discourage assassination attempts.

During my stay, | was able o take a few short sight-
seeing trips, visiting Kamakura, Nikko, Kyolo, and Nara,
but the majority of my time in Japan was spent in the
Tokyo arca. Whenever possible, | tried to see places that
were not frequented by tourists. | went to three perform-
ances of the Takarazuka Theatre, and | enjoyed explora-
tory walks in Shinjuku, Harajuku, and Shibuya. My two
visits 1o the Yasukuni Shrine and its adjoining military
muscum were especially rewarding. As a former soldier, |
was pleased to see that the contributions and sacrifices
made by earlier generations of dedicated young men have
not been forgotten,

Although | was advised by some of my co-workers at
ISAS that conditions would be unbearably crowded, | felt
that | could not afford to miss seeing the Emperor on the
occasion of his 86th birthday. It was a good decision. I'll
probably never have another opportunity to enter the in-
ner palace grounds. | was also able to take some photos
of the Emperor and his family. This was the second time
that | photographed Emperor Hirohito. In 1953, | had
taken a picture of him as he came out of the palace in his
customized Rolls Royce.

The secondhand bookstores along Yasukuni-dori were a
big attraction for me because | was looking for some con-
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temporary reference material on Manchuria  between
1926 and 1951. As one might expect, this esoteric mate-
rial is rather scarce, but | was able to purchase two in=
teresting documents. One was a pictorial history (in color)
of the Manchurian Incident, and the other was a year-
book of Manchuria in 1931. My unusual interest in Man-
churia from the fact that | am a collector of Manchurian
postal history.

When | first arrived in Tokyo, | was confronted by the
challenge of getting to ISAS using public transportation.
This probably would not have been too difficult if | would
have been able to read Japanese. However, without this
capability, | proceeded with caution. The JR lines were
fairly casy to master, but it took me almost two weeks to
overcome my fear of using the subway system. Neverthe-
less, by the end of my stay, | was able to go almost any-
where in Tokyo without undue difficulty, | was even able
to find my way through the stations at Shinjuku and Shi-
nagawa.

I also managed to keep fairly busy with a variety of
technical tasks at 1SAS. Before coming to work in Japan, |
was told that my primary function was to serve as an
advisor, and to focus on trajectory problems connected
with the upcoming Muses-A and Geotail missions. Hoev-
er, as things turned out, | spent far more time assisting
ISAS staff members with the design of extended missions
for the Suisei and Sakigake spacecraft. 1 am very pleased
that the retargeting maneuvers for these spacecraft were
executed successfully, and | am grateful to ISAS for giving
me the opportunity to play a role in this effort.

It must be acknowledged that | also devoted consider-
able time to presenting the case for a joint ISAS/NASA
study on possible future missions to comets. My presenta-
tion focused on a cometary flyby and sample-return mis-
sion because | believe that the potential science return is
very high, and | am convinced that ISAS has a unique
capability to carry out this mission in a highly cost-
effective manner.

In the foregoing paragraphs, | have tried to summarize
some of the interesting aspects of my second extended
period of residence in Japan. | hope that it will not be too
long before 1 wiil be able to return for a third long-
duration visit.

(Senior Staff Engineer, Flight Dynamics Division,
Goddard Space Flight Center.
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