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Concepts of “The Tanpopo Project”

Astrobiology Experiments in Earth Orbit
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Preliminary Experiments for the Tanpopo Project:
High Velocity Impact Experiments
by Using a Two-Stage Light Gas Gun
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Red-dyed Bacteria mixed with montmorillonite
was shot at 4 km/s and captured in ultra low-density
silica gel (aerogel) to test their survivability.
Red spot in a track may be trace of microorganisms.
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