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Studying Black Holes
at the Foot of the Himalayas

1vs—FvarivysryI7z0— Stawarz Lukasz

International astronomical meetings are
being held in Kathmandu, Nepal, quite regularly
every two years since 2002. That year, a group
of astrophysicists from Europe led by Prof. A.
Zdziarski (N. Copernicus Astronomical Center,
Poland), organized there the first workshop
devoted to the physics of active black holes in
astrophysical systems such as X-ray binaries,
gamma-ray bursts, and active galactic nuclei.
Exceptional location (chosen deliberately
since most of the organizers were enthusiastic
hikers) and very moderate or even low cost of
organizing and attending the meeting, attracted
excellent participants and assured a very
successful and fruitful gathering. This year
edition, “Black Holes, Jets, and Outflows”, was
already the sixth of the series. The conference
was organized by Istituto Nazionale di
Astrofisica (Italy), N. Copernicus Astronomical
Center (Poland), and the Tribhuvan University
(Nepal).

Each meeting of the series is taking place at
the Hotel Radisson, located within the walking
distance to the Royal Palace and the historical
center of Kathmandu. The city is safe for
tourists, and obviously offers many beautiful
and historically interesting sights, including
a number of Hindu or Buddhist temples. Two
sightseeing tours in the afternoons during the

Buddhist stupa in Kathmandu
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conference week are always included in the
program of the meeting. In addition, if only you
can and are willing to stay longer in Nepal after
the conference, you may decide to join the other
participants for a longer sightseeing trip outside
of Kathmandu, or even for a trekking. Nepal is
a very unique country with the greatest altitude
range on Earth, between Terai (including, e.g.,
the Royal Chitwan National Park) around 100m
above sea level, and Mt. Everest, about 8850m.
From Kathmandu, one can take a flight to Lukla
(2800m above sea level), and about 10 days
of relaxed walking gets you to Kala Pattar at
5545m, just next to Mt. Everest. In Kathmandu
there are a lot of trekking agencies, which can
help you in organizing a trip.

One of the objectives of an international
astronomical conference in Kathmandu is to
provide a support for the growing astronomical
and astrophysical community in Nepal, which
is led by Prof. Binil Aryal from the Central
Department of Physics, Tribhuvan University
in Kirtipur. This community is relatively young,
since only in 2007 the Tribhuvan University has
organized the astrophysics course at the M.Sc.
level, and even later a multidisciplinary course
(Astronomy & Space Science) for undergraduate
students. Till date, 72 students have completed
their master thesis in Astronomy & Astrophysics,
three Ph.D. projects are running, and 16
graduates are working on their dissertations.
The research topics include galaxy dynamics,
physics of clusters of galaxies, and cosmology.
In addition, several Tribhuvan alumni are now
post-doctoral researchers in USA or in Europe
(including Sweden, Germany, Poland, and
France).

Clearly, a series of regular astronomical
meetings held in Kathmandu offers the
students from the Tribhuvan University a great
opportunity to interact with the researchers
from abroad, to establish their first international
contacts and scientific collaborations, etc. On
the other hand, the attendees of the Kathmandu
conferences have a unique chance to visit this
fascinating country Nepal, and to experience
even for a short while its unique culture. As
mentioned above, the unusual location attracts
top researchers in the field, and hence the
scientific motivation to attend the meeting is
always there as well. For this reason many
of the participants decide to come back to
Kathmandu every several years, which is also
a good time span to hear about the progress
made in understanding astrophysical black hole
systems.
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